
I Fly Carl Ledbetter to Cornell for the NSFSupercomputer Review

The Cornell Theory Center was established in 1985 under the direction of Nobel Laureate, Professor 
Kenneth Wilson (pictured below). The National Science Foundation established five supercomputer 
centers, one of which was at the Theory Center. At that time I was working for IBM in Kingston, New 
York and held a position in the scientific and engineering computing, area headed by Carl Ledbetter.

In June 1986, the review of the supercomputer center was to take place and Ledbetter would represent 
IBM. Since there was no easy way to get to Ithaca where Cornell was located, he
asked me to fly him there in my Mooney M20F airplane. I was quite surprised to
have this sudden request, but after thinking it over, I agreed if I could attend the
sessions with him.

So early in the morning on June 5, 1986. I departed Kingston Airport with Carl
Ledbetter. After about an hour flight, we landed at Ithaca Airport and went to the
campus for the NSF review.. 

After the NSF review, Ledbetter invited several people, including Professor Wilson, to a  nearby 
restaurant. Several dignitaries were there as well as Allison Brown, the wife of Kenneth Wilson. After 
the dinner concluded, everyone continued the discussion of the day’s review. I remember Carl 
Ledbetter dominating of the conversation, talking about IBM and supercomputing. As the evening 
continued, I checked the weather for the return flight and found that conditions were slowly 
deteriorating. Finally, a return flight was out of the question, and I told Ledbetter we could not go that 
evening. Professor Wilson then recommended a hotel near campus and agreed to drive us there. 
Hearing this, I thought to myself,”I am about to be a passenger in a car driven by a Nobel Prize winner!
I will remember this!” And it happened – Wilson pulled up in a station wagon, we got in, and he drove 
us a few miles to the hotel. After I went to  my room, Ledbetter brought me a few personal items 
including a toothbrush.

The next morning, flight conditions were very bad with a low ceiling , and it was not possible to fly 
into Kingston airport.So  I filed an IFR (Instrument Flight Rules) flight plan to Albany. After arriving at
Ithaca airport and  getting ready for takeoff, I asked the tower for clearance to taxi down the entire 
runway to check on ground visibility. I then made an instrument departure, entering zero visibility at 
600 feet. For those who are not familiar with instrument departures, they provide clearance from all 
ground terrain. Arriving in Albany, we did an ILS instrument approach to runway 01. This provides 
precise horizontal and vertical guidance down to as low as 200 feet above the runway surface. We then 
rented a car and drove the short distance back to Kingston.

Kenneth Wilson died in 2013. Carl Ledbetter is still living. I will always remember this event which 
occurred so many years ago.


