
My Experiences in the Microcomputer Revolution

In 1973, after I began teaching computer courses at Glassboro State College (Now Rowan 
university), I became aware of something called a “microcomputer.“It was said that these small
computers were very powerful for their size and could perform various computing tasks very 
efficiently. I wanted to learn more, so I did some research and found Computer Emporium,  a 
store in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. I visited there and was introduced to the owner Joel 
Schusterman. He showed me various systems, including one called
the Xitan Computer which was made by Technical Design
Laboratory in Princeton, New Jersey. I learned I would need this
computer, which is about the size of a shoe box and several other
components, including a “floppy” disc drive to store data, a TV-type
display and finally a printer to produce the  results on paper
(hardcopy). A complete system would cost approximately  five
thousand dollars! That of course was a lot of money, but compared to the much larger 
minicomputers used by several firms in New Jersey and which cost tens of thousands, i twas a 
bargain. I decided to wait and do some research before making this investment. Meanwhile I 
compared the computing speed of the Xitan to some very pricey business minicomputers and 
was amazed to find that the Xitan was much faster.

About this time, I learned there was to be a show called
“Personal Computing 1976,” in Atlantic City, New Jersey. I
attended this event and was amazed to see the many products
offered, both computer hardware and software (the
programming for these systems). One could even write
applications such as  “Payroll” to run on  a microcomputer
using a programming language, such as “Basic.“ The CP/M operating system operating system 
was used to perform the system management function.  After some careful consideration, I 
decided to make the investment and purchase a complete system at Computer Emporium. With 
this decision, my career took a new direction, one which eventually led to IBM.

 In addition to the type of microcomputer that I purchased,
several other brands were available – The Apple and the
TRS-80.  Apple Computer Company began with the Apple I,
Introduced in 1976 (designed by Steve Wozniak},, followed by the
Apple II, the Macintosh, and the Power Mac lines The TRS 80 was
Introduced  by the Tandy corporation and sold at Radio Shack
stores. It ran applications such as Electric Pencil, one of the first
word processing applications and was programmable using Basic.

After I began to use my new microcomputer system, I realized that it
could provide a solution for many business problems. So I started a company which I named 
Glassboro Computer Associates. This enabled students at the college to gain field experience 
working for several local companies. One of the first applications was for a company called 



Piper pools in Elmer, New Jersey. This application included a pool water testing feature and 
gave the customer written results, including quantities of the chemicals to be added. Another 
early application was a pharmaceuticals management system written for a large pharmacy in 
Philadelphia. It would track inventory, do pricing and print labels with directions. There was no
Internet in those days, so I used a modem over a telephone line to  make changes and fix 
problems. A third company that I and my students worked with was JJeb Manufacturing, a 
company in New Jersey which marketed a device to preheat engines on large trucks.. We did 
custom programming for payroll, inventory and pricing. Jjeb was the first company in south 
New Jersey to use a Winchester Hard Disk unit. I have recently been in touch with the owners.

In 1981, IBM introduced the 5150 Personal Computer,, developed by a
team of engineers in Boca Raton, Florida. Soon, third party programs
became available for dozens of applications. The Charlie Chaplin ads
featured the many applications ran on the IBM Personal Computer. These
ads brought IBM to my attention and were an important factor in my
decision to apply for a position there.

Beginning in the early 1980s, clones of the IBM PC emerged,
manufactured by Compaq and others. Companies such as Dell began to
mass market systems using direct-to-customer and just-in-time marketing. As a result,  IBM 
lost control of the PC market and sold its business to Lenovo.

n retrospect, the microcomputer revolution was an exciting time, especially for me personally. 
It changed the future for computing, and for my career as well. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As a historical note, in 1975 six years before the IBM Personal Computer, IBM marketed the 
5100 Portable Computer, which was in fact a microcomputer.  It used quarter inch tape 
cartridges for storage with both BASIC and APL languages available. It had a no battery and 
required an electrical outlet to operate. The customer base consisted of scientists and engineers.




